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It is not mirage- the gender gap is real
Progress towards 90-90-90 as of the end of 2019 in 
West and Central Africa (WCA) and Eastern and 
Southern Africa (ESA), by sex 
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Coverage of people receiving ART 2010-2019 in WCA and 
ESA, by sex 
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More than 700 000 men aged 35–49 years in sub-
Saharan Africa are unaware of their HIV status

The largest gap in terms of absolute number of 
people not knowing their status in sub-Saharan 
Africa are men aged 35-49 years

https://doi.org/10.1016/ S2352-3018(20)30315-5



The challenge of diagnosing and engaging men 
with HIV in care has remained at the periphery 
of discussions and decisions

Men are missing in 

global AIDS strategies, 

or only included as a 

way of preventing 

onward transmission

Global policies 
and strategies

National strategic plans 

and policies

Country 
support plans

Advocating for men 

seen as being done at 

the expense of women 

Advocacy



KPs & 
their 

partners

Child
AGYW

Boys

Men

Despite triple 
dividend benefits

53% ART coverage

Behind on the 95-95-95, 
men where they are, 
how they want and, in 

their diversity

6 in 7 new adolescent 
infections aged 15– 19 years

60% of global new 
infections

1. What we see a lot of 
and deservedly so

2. What we do not see 
and undeservedly so?

Men are often not included and in 
many instances, completely missing 

Young KPs

Young MSM more vulnerable than 
older MSM to discrimination, 

bullying and violence – as well as 
criminalization 

There is a whole other part of 
the iceberg that is not getting 
the attention it needs.
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• My journey to viral suppression 
– overcoming siloed care and 
fear for stigma – Mcdaphton
Bellows, Partners in Hope, 
Malawi

• Ensuring men are not missed 
from health systems: 
Community- and facility-based 
HIV programming in Malawi –
Kelvin Balakasi, Partners in 
hope, Malawi

• My journey to Yathu Yathu –Nkanyi ya ma guys –
Augustine Chanda, Zambart, Zambia

• What can we learn from a male-centred tuberculosis 
response? Results from the Eastern Cape, South Africa 
– Andrew Medina-Marino, Desmond Tutu Health 
Foundation, South Africa 

• My journey to becoming a Coach – a 
little empathy goes a long way –
Sifiso Joseph Magagula, Community 
Media Trust, South Africa

• Changing the narrative around men 
and HIV in South Africa – MINA, 
Coach Mpilo, B-OK bottles – Rodney 
Knotts, USAID, South AFrica

The path to person-centred care for men in sub-Saharan Africa –
where to from here - Nelson Otwoma, National Empowerment 
Network of PLHAs in Kenya (NEPHAK), Kenya


